Deputy Minister Of Social Development Launches Guidelines On The Empowerment Of Persons
With Disabilities

Pretoria, 2 December:

The Deputy Minister of Social Development, Ms Hendrietta Bogopane-Zulu - in collaboration with
the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), will, on 03 December, launch the Disability
Empowerment and Mainstreaming Guidelines.

Observed annually on 03 December, the International Day of Persons with Disabilities aims to ensure
that the rights of persons with disabilities are recognised.

The Department of Social Development is implementing a four-year technical cooperation with JICA
to develop disability empowerment mainstreaming. This is to ensure the provision of social
development services to persons with disabilities and to improve the overall quality of their lives.
This approach is line with the vision of the National Development Plan (NDP) to see the country free
from poverty and discrimination by 2030 and the call to action of leaving no one behind as
prescribed by the Sustainable Development Goals.

The purpose of these guidelines is to ensure the promotion of disability mainstreaming and the
empowerment of persons with disabilities in line with the White Paper on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (WPRPD) as well as the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities.

The guidelines were piloted in the provinces of the Free State, Limpopo and KwaZulu-Natal.

South Africa commemorates the National Disability Rights Awareness Month (DRAM) annually
between 03 November and 03 December. This year, the theme is: “Together Building Communities
Inclusive of Disability Rights”.

Members of the media are invited to cover the virtual handover scheduled as follows:
Date: Thursday, 03 December 2020

Time: 11:00

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKCziUvIpeeZYCzqlx5KQuw

Twitter: https://twitter.com/The_DSD

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SocialDevelopmentZA/

Media can RSVP by contacting Ms Makhosazana Mavuso on 072 732 9381 /
Makhosazanama@dsd.gov.za or Ms Nomfundo Xulu-Lentsoane on 066 480 6845 /
Nomfundole@dsd.gov.za
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Media enquiries may be directed to Ms Lumka Oliphant on 083 484 8067 or lumkao@dsd.gov.za



